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The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, PA., to 

remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment. 

Aldersgate

Our current sermon series, “Hidden: Being Deeply Devoted to Jesus,” has been designed to 

encourage us to orient our lives around the Risen Christ as individual followers and as a community 

of faith. One of the greatest passages of the Bible, Colossians 3:1-17, serves as the foundation of the 

series because these verses lead the way to a place of safety and a life of deep, abiding peace. 

Today’s sermon, “The Clothes of Holy Love,” is the fifth sermon in the series and focuses on verses 

12-14, which you are invited to memorize as part of our Series Spiritual Practice.  

Scripture to Memorize this Week: Colossians 3:12-14 

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive 

one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave 

you. 14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.  



Ministry Leaders 

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415 

Associate Pastor:  

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017 

Music: David Wallis 

Children: Alayna Brooks 

     & Amber Redman 

Youth/Contemporary Worship: 

     Daniel Mathis 

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson 

Connections: Jessica Watson 

Administration and Finance:  

      Mary Chavez Lust 

Reception: Susan Acosta 

Academy: Carol Rogers 

Custodial Services:  Robert Sandoval 
 

Staying Connected 

Office Hours:  

       Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. -12 p.m.,               

              1p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

       Fri. 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 
 

www.aldersgateabilene.org 
 

ENews: Sign up on our website to 

receive our weekly electronic 

newsletter, or send an email to 

news@aldersgateabilene.org.  

Facebook: facebook.com/

AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church 

Twitter:@AldersgateABI 

Instagram:@aldersgateabi 

Text Message Reminders: 

     gracepeace to 313131 

THIS WEEK 

Sunday, October 9:  

  9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 

10:05 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m.   Contemporary Worship Service  

  5:00 p.m. Kids for Christ 

  5:00 p.m.  Youth Ministry 

  5:15 p.m.  Growth Groups 

  7:30 p.m.  College Ministry  
 

Monday, October 10: Office Closed for Columbus Day 

  7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts  

  7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Parents 
 

Tuesday, October 11: 

  6:00 p.m. Bell Choir Practice 
 

Wednesday, October 12: 

  2:00 p.m. Growth Groups 

  6:30 p.m.  Growth Groups 

  7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 
 

Thursday, October 13: 

  7:30 p.m. Contemporary Band Practice  
 

Saturday, October 15: 

  9:30 a.m. Garden Day at the Open Door  

             Community Garden 

                                               COMING UP 

Saturday, October 22: Senior Adult Mission Trip Day  

Sunday, October 23: Aldersgate 101 

Sunday, October 30: Trunk-or-Treat      



Prayers: 

Aldersgate offers electronic giving via ACH Direct Draft.  

Authorization Forms are available in the office and on our website 

If you have additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact 

Mary Chavez Lust (672-7893, mary@aldersgateabilene.org).   

At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our prayers, presence 
(attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in the community) and 
witness (sharing our faith). You will find information about service and witness 
throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. This page is dedicated to matters of 
prayer, presence, and gifts. 

Presence and Gifts: 10.2.2016 

Service:  

Sunday School classes are offered 

  at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn  

more about Adult Sunday School  

classes, contact Amy Wilson Feltz at  

672-7893 or via e-mail at 

amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org 
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Aldersgate Members Receive McMurry Awards 



Connections: Aldersgate 101 

McMurry: Rummage + Basketball 
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Growth Group Questions Fall 2016, Week 5 
 

1. For what main characteristics do you look in a significant other or true friend? 

2. When people say, “Be nice but not too nice,” what do you think they mean?  What does “nice” look like 
to you? 

3. So far in Colossians 3:1-17, we have learned that our identity is to be built upon the realities that we are 
raised with Christ, seated with Christ, hidden with Christ, chosen by God, holy and dearly loved. In 
what way have these identifying markers made an impact on your life?  Is there one that really sticks 
out?    

4. Was there anything about this week’s message, “The Clothes of Holy Love,” that really stuck out to you? 

5. Read and reflect on Romans 7:14-25. What strikes you about this passage? In what way can you relate 
to Paul’s struggle? Throughout your life, what sort of things have you found yourself doing that you do 
not want to do? Why do think we often feel powerless to really change? 

6. What situations arise in your life that lead you to run low on compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and/or patience? 

7. John Wesley wrote in his short work, “The Character of a Methodist” (you can find it online), “There 
are too many people who make religion out of 1) doing no harm or 2) doing good.  (And often these 
two together.)  God knows, we Methodist do not fall into this mistaken way of defining our 
Christianity! Experience proves that many people struggle vainly for a long, long time with this false 
idea of religion consisting of good works (or no bad works)! In the end these deluded people have no 
religion at all; they are not better off than when they started!  Do you agree with Wesley? Please 
explain. If Wesley is right, what do you think the “deluded” (strong word) are missing?  



8. Pastor Steve talked about God’s “cruciform” love in this week’s message.  Have you ever heard that 
term before?  What do you think it means, and what implication may it have in your life? 

9. Read and reflect upon the following passages: I John 4:16-21, II Corinthians 1:3-4, II Corinthians 5:14. 
What are the similarities of these passages, and what are the implications for us?   

10. Pastor Steve said, “We simply do not have the capacity to authentically and naturally lay down our lives 
in expressions of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience unless we are deepening in 
our trust that God has laid down his life for us in love.”  How did this strike you? 

11. How is your memorizing of Colossians 3:1-17 going?  Go over verses 1-14 a few times together. 

12. How can the members of your Growth Group pray for you this week? 

Colossians 3:1-17: Work on memorizing 3:12-14 this week 
 

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand 
of God. 2Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ 
in God. 4When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  
5Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and 
greed, which is idolatry. 6Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7You used to walk in these ways, in the life you 
once lived. 8But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy 
language from your lips. 9Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10and have 
put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11Here there is no Gentile or 
Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 
12Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect 
unity. 
15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 
16Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through 
psalms, hymns and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17And whatever you do, 
whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 


